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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR US ASSISTANCE TO CHOGYAL OF SIKKIM 

1. LETTER TO THE AMBASSADOR APRIL 19 FROM EDITOR OF THE 
SUNDAY OBSERVER REQUESTED INTERVIEW AND ASSISTANCE ON 
BEHALF OF PRINCE WANGCHUK NAMGYAL, SECOND SON OF CHOGYAL 
OF SIKKIM, WHO IS LIVING IN LONDON. REPLY ON BEHALF OF 

THE AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED SYMPATHY FOR HUMANITARIAN 
ASPECTS OF THE CASE, BUT POINTED OUT USG AND ITS REPRE- 
SENTATIVES CANNOT INVOLVE THEMSELVES WITH INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS OF A FRIENDLY STATE, IN THIS CASE INDIA. PRINCE 
WANGCHUK THEN CALLED AT EMBASSY MAY 2 FOR MEETING WITH 
FIRST SECRETARY WHO DEALS WITH NEA AFFAIRS. 

2. WANGCHUK'S MAIN REQUEST IS THAT USG EXPRESS CONCERN 
FOR THE PERSONAL SAFETY OF THE CHOGYAL, THE CROWN PRINCE, 
AND THE ROYAL FAMILY TO THE INDIAN AUTHORITIES. 

WANGCHUK SAID HE HAD BEEN RECEIVING REPORTS RECENTLY OF 
MALTREATMENT AND PUBLIC HUMILIATION BEING INFLICTED UPON 
CHOGYAL'S SUPPORTERS IN SIKKIM BY DEMONSTRATORS WITHOUT 
INTERFERENCE BY INDIAN POLICE AND MILITARY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LONDON 06783 051847Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


3. WANGCHUK SAID HE HAD APPROACHED INDIAN HIGH COMMIS- 
SION IN LONDON ON FATE OF HIS FATHER AND HAD BEEN RE- 
ASSURED BY THE COMMISSION, WHICH CHECKED BACK WITH 
DELHI, ON SAFETY OF THE CHOGYAL AND HIS FAMILY. HOWEVER, 
THAT HAD BEEN A COUPLE OF WEEKS BACK AND THESE REPORTS 
OF MALTREATMENT CONTINUED TO ARRIVE. 

4. WANGCHUK DISCUSSED THE SITUATION AND OTHER MEASURES 
HE HAD TAKEN AT SOME LENGTH. HE TOOK POSITION THAT 
INDIAN INTEGRATION OF SIKKIM IS NOT AN INTERNAL AFFAIR, 

BUT ONE OF INTERFERENCE WITH A SMALLER STATE. WANGCHUK 
SAID THE CHOGYAL FAVORED A REFERENDUM UNDER NEUTRAL 
AUSPICES, NOT THE INDIAN COMMISSIONERS AND NOTED 
CABLE HE HAD SENT TO SYG WALDHEIM TO THAT AFFECT AS WELL 
AS THE PUBLIC STATEMENT OF MARCH 5 BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN. 

5. WANGCHUK ASKED US IF WE COULD TELL WHETHER THE 
USG RECOGNIZES SIKKIM AS PART OF INDIA. HE NOTED THAT 
UNDER THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION CONSENT IS REQUIRED OF HALF 
THE INDIAN STATES AS WELL AS THE PARLIAMENT FOR 
INTEGRATION OF A NEW STATE. HE SPOKE OF THE RIGHTS TO 
AUTONOMY GIVEN SIKKIM UNDER ITS 1950 TREATY WITH INDIA 

AND NOTED THE CHOGYAL HAD BEEN PREVENTED FROM CONTESTING 
INDIAN MOVES IN INDIAN COURTS. THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE IN SIKKIM HAD DECLARED HIMSELF NOT TO BE 
BOUND BY DECISIONS OF THE COURTS IN SIKKIM ITSELF. 

6. WANGCHUK EMPHASIZED SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE DIS- 
CUSSION THAT HIS FATHER IS A STUBBORN MAN AND WILL NOT 
REPEAT NOT LEAVE SIKKIM OF HIS OWN ACCORD. IF INDIANS 
WANT HIM TO GO, THEY WILL HAVE TO THROW HIM OUT. WANGCHUK 
HAS BEEN UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE CHOGYAL DIRECTLY 
SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE AFFAIR. 

7. WE ASSURED WANGCHUK THAT WE WOULD REPORT THE CONVER- 
SATION FAITHFULLY TO THE DEPARTMENT AND HOPED TO HAVE 
SOME KIND OF REPLY FOR HIM EVENTUALLY. WE WARNED HIM 
NOT TO EXPECT TOO MUCH AND AGAIN EMPHASIZED DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN HUMANITARIAN AND MORE POLITICAL CONCERNS. IN 
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PARTING, HE PUT TO US A SECONDARY REQUEST IF WE FOUND IT 
POSSIBLE TO ACCORD THE PRIMARY ONE. IN ADDITION TO 
ASKING THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT THE PERSONAL 
SAFETY OF THE CHOGYAL AND HIS FAMILY, HE REQUESTED THE 
USG EXPRESS ITSELF IN FAVOR OF SOME SORT OF NEW REFEREN- 
DUM UNDER NEUTRAL AUSPICES IN SIKKIM. 

8. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS LEFT BY PRINCE WANGCHUK AT THE 
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EMBASSY ARE BEING POUCHED TO THE DEPARTMENT (NEA/IND). 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S REACTION. 

RICHARDSON 
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